cations and command centers on all sides of the conflict. In addi-
tion, unknown assassins killed over a dozen key commanders.

The next day, all combatants announced a cease-fire. Despite
the circumstances, the Brits did not claim any responsibility for
the attack. Additionally, every government that plausibly could
have done it has publicly denied it. We have theories a—plenty,
but no proof, so the real perps remain a mystery still.

AWAKENED NATIONS

While many nations were falling apart, a few new ones were
coming together. The nation of Yakut that formed in Siberia
(helping to kick off the Euro Wars) was just the beginning.

Amazonia

The Awakened had their day yet again in 2034, when three
great dragons led other Awakened beings and metahumans into
the Amazon basin. There they clashed with Brazilian forces
in a short and brutal conflict. Brazil ceded most of the basin
to the Awakened forces, which then proclaimed the new land
Amazonia. Two days later, Amazonia turned around and claimed
most of Brazil. They’ve been relatively quiet for self-proclaimed
eco-saviors, but apparently there’ve been some policy changes in
recent years.

Elven Nations

Back in 2029, a bunch of elves from the Salish-Shidhe terri-
tory decided to move to the Mount Rainier area, where they then
declared themselves a separate tribe called the Sinsearach. Most
people just shrugged at this; no one had really cared except for a
few who perhaps gratefully washed their hands of the elf tribe.

On the other side of the world, on Christmas Day in
2034, Seamus O’Kennedy proudly announced the transforma-
tion of Ireland into Tir na n’Og with all the gosh and blarney
he could muster.

With such a wondrous example to follow, in 2035 the
Sinsearach elves simultaneously seceded from the NAN and an-
nounced the formation of the Land of Promise: Tir Tairngire.
The Salish-Shidhe did not like this, and expressed their displea-
sure with troops sent to invade.

After Tir Tairngire forces sent the Salish-Shidhe packing,
the leaders sat down to create their quasi—fcudalistic society. Thcy
started with a Council of Princes, naming Lugh Surchand as
High Prince and reluctantly including the great dragon Lofwyr
(whom we'll talk about further a little later in this file). Once all
was to their liking, they all but closed their borders (being highly
biased toward elves and against the rest of us dirty metahumans)

and called it good.
THE LAST WAVE

With so many defections and secessions happening, it’s a
wonder that the North American region didn’t become a collec-
tion of house-sized kingdoms. Among the last to secede were the
Tsimshian nation and California.

Tsimshian’s defection from the NAN was the last straw for
Howling Coyote, however. After spending years attempting to
guide the NAN through the Sovereign Tribal Council, he re-
signed in disgust at what it had become and hasn’t been heard
from since.
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California levied the last of its secession threats in 2036,
because then-President McAlister forced them to make good
on them by kicking California out of the UCAS. As soon as all
UCAS forces left, Tir Tairngire rolled in. They mounted a sur-
prise attack in Northern California with infantry and air sup-
port supplemented with paranimals, combat mages, and alleged-
ly two dragons, advancing as far as south of Redding. There they
stopped, set up camp, and demanded that all non-elves leave the
area in thirty days.

The response was, predictably, “To hell with you.” Guerilla
resisters banded together and managed to push the Tir forces
back to Yreka. The area between Yreka and Redding became
a DMZ. But at the same time as the Tir’s assault, Aztlan rose
up and took another bite out of the newly-independent state,
striking north and capturing San Diego. Foreseeing a future that
included more of this, California’s governor made the worst pos-
sible move and appealed to Japan for help.

The help sent was Imperial Japanese Marines, who took
the kind invitation and grabbed up San Francisco in the name
of protecting “Japanese lives and corporate assets.” This would
have worse repercussions later. Meanwhile, California was now
CalFree, baby, and a little bewildered at its state.

HATE AND BROTHERHOOD

Humanity being the readily accepting race it is, it should
come as no surprise that it would eventually clash with metahu-
manity in its backward way of welcoming elves, orks, dwarfs, and
trolls to this corner of the universe. Meanwhile, anyone caught
in the middle, having an existential crisis, or just looking for
somewhere to belong found a creepy helping hand from an orga-
nization calling itself the Universal Brotherhood. I say “creepy”
because really, do you expect a warm embrace from bug spirits?
Possession, sure, but no one knew exactly what was going on with
the UB until it was neatly too late, and Chicago paid the price.

META-HATE

While not every member of the Humanis Policlub is a rav-
ing lunatic, in the larger scheme of hatred against other mem-
bers of metahumanity they are still near the top of the charts.
However, the biggest boys on the hate block are still Alamos
20,000. They made their debut in 2036, napalm firebombing a
town in Ohio and killing twenty people in the process.

The same year saw the passage of the 14th Amendment
to the UCAS Constitution, which established the System
Identification Number (SIN) and required the registration of
every UCAS citizen. Anyone without a SIN was designated a
“probationary citizen” and given very limited rights—yep, that
means every SINless runner falls under this category. It also
sometimes meant that metahumans fell through the cracks of
society, as species other than homo sapiens were eligible for pro-
bationary citizenship, but could only get full citizenship through
an act of Congress. Thank goodness for Dunkelzahn, who got
the nod when he ran for UCAS President. Who says no to a
dragon? That opened the floodgates for others.

Acts of Rage

Not surprisingly, hate crimes against metahumans escalated
for several years. It all came to a head on February 7, 2039, oth-

neH

ikII e

i
UOSS3TAHOLSIH B

2P]
(=]
=]
—
=
m
=]
m
D
LI
=
-
=
=)
=
=]
m
o




